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Brahma and the Rishis, 

The Great Teachers 
Who handed down Brahmavidya 
through Generations 




PREFACE 


It will be remembered that Dr. F. 0. Schrader, my 
predecessor in office, soon after taking charge of the 
Library in 1905, projected a scheme for the publication 
of the texts of the Minor Upanishads comprised in the 
collection of the well known One-Hundred-and-Eight 
Upanishads and brought out in 1912 the first rdlume of 
the Minor Upanishads, containing all those Upanishads 
which treat of Samnyasa. After another interval of 
eight years I have the pleasure of issuing the second 
volume in the series comprising the Upanishads which 
treat of Yoga. This long interval in the publication of 
the first and the second volumes is due to several causes, 
not the least of which is the outbreak of war and the 
immediate removal of Dr. Schrader to the camp of war- 
prisoners. The interval though regrettable in many 
ways has proved beneficial in one respect. Since I took 
charge of the Library in 1916, I have been able to 
collect more materials and have also had the fortune of 
coming by a commentary of a single author on all the 
108 Upanishads. This commentary by Sri Upanishad- 
Brahma-Yogin of a Kanchi Advaita Mutt, which is as 
clear and full as necessary, given side by side with the 


text of the Upanishads will be valued more by the reader 
than the editor’s own notes or those compiled by him 
from extraneous works, such as were appended at the 
end of the first volume by Dr. Schrader. The plan of 
pving the commentary along with the text has rendered 
it desirable to give in the body of the text that reading 
which is endorsed by the commentary and to note at foot 
only those variants which are found in the MSS. of the 
southern recension, reserving all other critical notes to 
the volumes of translations which will follow. 

The materials available for a critical edition of the 108 
Upanishads have been described in full by Dr. Schrader 
in the first volume, and it only remains for me to say 
that more MSS. have been since collected under each 
head.^ The MSS. on which the edition of the Upanishads 
contained in the present volume is based are the following: 

- Adyar Library IX K 7-Devanagari 

MS. containing Minor Upanishads with 
-'^PP^'J^^Iikshita’s commentary. 

31 1 . - Adyar Library XXXIV B 2~AGrantha 
MS. of 108 Upanishads. 

- A Grantha MS. of 108 Upanishads lent 

by Mr. V. JKachchapesvara Iyer, 
B.A., B.L., of Vellore. 

^,31— Adyar Library XXXVI E 1 and XXXIV 
1 6 Two copies of 1 08 U panishads with 

S'ri Upanishad-Brahmendra-Yogin’s 


commentary in Devanagari and 
Grantha chai’acters respectively. 

Except for any unforeseen cause, there will be no 
occasion for delay in the publication of the succeeding 
volumes of the text and the commentary according to 
the present plan. One volume at least of the size of the 
present one may be issued every year. I can, however, 
make no promise at present as to when the first volume 
of the English translation of these Upanishada will 
appear. 

Adyab 

August, 1920 


A. MAHADEVA SASTRI 
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Preface, pp. 's-c : Add to the list the following : 

at — Adyar Library XXXIII C 22— A 
Grantha MS. of 108 Upanishads. 

g. — The printed edition of 108 Upanishads 
published by Tukaram Javaji, Bombay, 
1913, based on a South Indian MS. 
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